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Abstract:

Ede (also called Rade, Rhade, Rhode), a languattpe &hamic branch of
Malayo-Polynesian, is spoken mainly in Daklak atfteo provinces in the Southern
plateau region of Vietham. The paper discussedypes of serial verb constructions
(henceforth SVCs) in Ede in terms of their relatilegree of integration.

The main property of the first type of SVCs in BEslequal verbal status. In other
words, each verb in the first type is equal in gboting lexical and syntactic content to
the construction. There are two SVCs in the fypttin Ede: nuclear SVC and core SVC.
A nuclear SVC and a core SVC, as follow Foley atgb@'s definition (1985), are
constructions containing a sequence of verbs gh#nemsame tense, aspect, mood and
modality, and act as a single predicate withoutthvenarking morphemes of
coordination or subordination. The difference betw&de nuclear SVC and core SVC is
the fact that the former has all sequential vehasiag the same arguments while the
other doesn’t. All verbs in core SVCs may haveat#ght arguments. This difference also
shows a degree of integration of two constructionslear SVC in Ede is more
integrated than core SVC. The following examplel$ stiow nuclear SVC (ex.1) and
core SVC in Ede (ex.2).

(1) ba mnuih  hiu duah huak ma kan hong kngan.
PL people go look-for feel-around cafitsh with hand

‘Many people go to look for, feel around and cdish by hand.’

(2) Phungbuén sang nao dru pu atdo kma hlam bong
3pl  village house go help take dead-persont pm coffin
‘People in the village go help to take a dead ped in the coffin.’

The second type of SVCs (the modifying SVC) wilbshanother status of verbal
sequence, where the verbs aren’t equal: one wal im@difier for others and that verb
won't contribute to lexical content of the constian. The changed status verb becomes
a so-called case marker in a sentence in somencader languages. This change per se
makes higher integration for this type of SVCs thanprevious one in Ede.

(3) Ami kéo miam aban, kpin pioh ¢hi  brei ko ardng

Mother 1sg  weave blanket, skirt for sell eaivwo 3pl

‘My mother weaves blankets, skirts for selling tople.’

“Brei” in the above example has no contributionexical content of the
construction. Its verbal status is different frorample (4) in which it is the main verb. It
modifies other verbs by a dative maker function.

(4) Kao brei ko iu  sa bé gié ¢ih
1sg give to 3sg one CLF pen write
‘| give him one pen.’

Three distinct types of SVC can be distinguisheHde according to the degree
of syntactic integration. The core SVC is the leatdgrated, the nuclear is a higher
integrated construction while the modifying SVQGhs highest one.
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